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Letter to Congressional Leaders 
Transmitting a Report on Somalia 
March 28, 2007 

Dear lllll : 
Consistent with section 1226 of the John 

Warner National Defense Authorization Act 
for Fiscal Year 2007 (Public Law 109–364) 
and in order to keep the Congress fully in-
formed, I am providing a report prepared by 
my Administration on Somalia. This report 
on our comprehensive regional strategy to-
ward Somalia includes information about our 
strategy in the Horn of Africa and the efforts 
we are undertaking to eliminate the terrorist 
threat and promote stability in Somalia. 

Sincerely, 
George W. Bush 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Ike Skelton, 
chairman, and Duncan Hunter, ranking member, 
House Armed Services Committee; Tom Lantos, 
chairman, and Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, ranking 
member, House Committee on Foreign Affairs; 
Silvestre Reyes, chairman, and Peter Hoekstra, 
ranking member, House Permanent Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence; Carl Levin, chairman, and 
John McCain, ranking member, Senate Com-
mittee on Armed Services; Joseph R. Biden, Jr., 
chairman, and Richard G. Lugar, ranking mem-
ber, Senate Committee on Foreign Relations; and 
John D. Rockefeller IV, chairman, and Chris-
topher S. Bond, ranking member, Senate Select 
Committee on Intelligence. This letter was re-
leased by the Office of the Press Secretary on 
March 29. 

Remarks Following a Meeting With 
the House Republican Conference 
March 29, 2007 

I want to thank the Republican leadership 
and the Republican Members of Congress 
for coming down to have a very frank and 
open discussion about issues facing our coun-
try. Yesterday I gave a speech, making it clear 
that I’ll veto a bill that restricts our com-
manders on the ground in Iraq, a bill that 
doesn’t fund our troops, a bill that’s got too 
much spending on it. I made that clear to 
the Members. 

We stand united in saying loud and clear 
that when we’ve got a troop in harm’s way, 
we expect that troop to be fully funded; and 

we’ve got commanders making tough deci-
sions on the ground, we expect there to be 
no strings on our commanders; and that we 
expect the Congress to be wise about how 
they spend the people’s money. 

We spent time talking today about our 
strong belief that we’ve got to keep taxes low. 
And so we had a very productive session, a 
session of friends talking amongst friends, all 
aiming to put a strategy together of how we 
can work together to secure this Nation and 
keep it prosperous. And so I appreciate you 
all coming. You’re welcome back at the 
White House any time you want to join us. 

Thank you very much. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:28 a.m. on the 
North Portico at the White House. The Office 
of the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of these remarks. 

Remarks on Presenting the 
Congressional Gold Medal to the 
Tuskegee Airmen 
March 29, 2007 

Thank you all. Please be seated. Thank 
you. Madam Speaker, Mr. Leader, Members 
of Congress, Secretary Powell, distinguished 
guests: You know, the Speaker and I had the 
honor of having our picture taken with you, 
and as I walked into the rotunda, a place that, 
occasionally, I get invited up here and I walk 
into, I was impressed by the fact that I wasn’t 
amongst heroes who were statues; I was im-
pressed that I was amongst heroes who still 
live. I thank you for the honor you have 
brought to our country. And the medal you’re 
about to receive means our country honors 
you, and rightly so. 

And I want to thank Senator Carl Levin 
and Sergeant Rangel. [Laughter] Excuse me, 
Mr. Chairman. I thank you for your leader-
ship on this issue. I have a strong interest 
in World War II airmen; I was raised by one. 
He flew with a group of brave young men 
who endured difficult times in the defense 
of our country. 

Yet for all they sacrificed and all they lost, 
in a way, they were very fortunate, because 
they never had the burden of having their 
every mission, their every success, their every 
failure viewed through the color of their skin. 
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Nobody told them they were a credit to their 
race. Nobody refused to return their salutes. 
Nobody expected them to bear the daily hu-
miliations while wearing the uniform of their 
country. 

It was different for the men in this room. 
When America entered World War II, it 
might have been easy for them to do little 
for our country. After all, the country didn’t 
do much for them. Even the Nazis asked why 
African American men would fight for a 
country that treated them so unfairly. Yet the 
Tuskegee Airmen were eager to join up. 

You know, I’m interested in the story 
about a young man who was so worried that 
the Army might change its mind about allow-
ing him to fly, that he drove immediately to 
the train station. He left his car, as well as 
$1,000 worth of photography equipment. He 
never saw his car; he never saw his camera; 
but he became a flyer. 

These men in our presence felt a special 
sense of urgency. They were fighting two 
wars: One was in Europe, and the other took 
place in the hearts and minds of our citizens. 
That’s why we’re here. The white com-
mander of the Tuskegee airfield was once 
asked, with all seriousness, ‘‘How do African 
Americans fly?’’—kind of reflecting the igno-
rance of the times, they said, ‘‘How do Afri-
can Americans fly?’’ He said, ‘‘Oh, they fly 
just like everybody else flies—stick and rud-
der.’’ [Laughter] 

Soon, Americans in their kitchens and liv-
ing rooms were reading the headlines. You 
probably didn’t realize it at the time, but you 
were making headlines at home, headlines 
that spoke about daring pilots winning a com-
mon battle. 

And little by little, every victory at war was 
translated to a victory here in the United 
States. And we’re in the presence of men 
who are earning those victories, important 
victories, leaders who pierced the unques-
tioned prejudices of a different society. You 
gave African Americans a sense of pride and 
possibility. 

You saw that pride and awe—I’m sure you 
remember—in the faces of young children 
who came up to you right after the war and 
tugged on your uniforms and said, ‘‘Mister, 
can you really fly an airplane?’’ Some of you 

have been in Germany and Iraq, and you still 
see that sense of pride. 

I appreciate your going. I appreciate the 
fact that one of our young soldiers today took 
pictures for a—of you for a scrapbook for 
his children. I appreciate the fact that one 
of our soldiers today said, ‘‘It is not often 
that you get a chance to meet the guys who 
have paved the path for you.’’ 

The Tuskegee Airmen helped win a war, 
and you helped change our Nation for the 
better. Yours is the story of the human spirit, 
and it ends like all great stories do—with wis-
dom and lessons and hope for tomorrow. And 
the medal that we confer today means that 
we’re doing a small part to ensure that your 
story will be told and honored for generations 
to come. 

And I would like to offer a gesture to help 
atone for all the unreturned salutes and un-
forgivable indignities. And so, on behalf of 
the Office I hold and a country that honors 
you, I salute you for the service to the United 
States of America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:23 p.m. at the 
Capitol. In his remarks, he referred to former Sec-
retary of State Colin L. Powell. The Office of the 
Press Secretary also released a Spanish language 
transcript of these remarks. 

Proclamation 8119—Cancer Control 
Month, 2007 
March 29, 2007 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
Cancer Control Month is an opportunity 

to educate all Americans about cancer, to 
raise awareness about treatments, and to 
renew our commitment to fighting this dead-
ly disease. 

Through developments in medical science, 
we continue to make advances in the preven-
tion and treatment of cancer. Yet millions of 
our citizens continue to live with some form 
of this disease, and it remains the second 
leading cause of death in the United States. 
Individuals can reduce their risk of devel-
oping cancer by practicing healthy eating 
habits, exercising, limiting sun exposure, 
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